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VILLAGE NEWS

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
The Dinas Powys Branch of the
Royal British Legion is to
commemorate the end of the
Second World War. See Page 6.
TENANTS ASSOCIATION
A new tenants association for the
Caerleon Road area has been
formed consisting of 9 committee
members and 2 advisers. More
information in Linkuo followed by a
community news letter.
DPVC COFFEE MORNING
DPVC will be holding another of
their popular coffee mornings in
Murchfield Community Hall on
Tuesday 31 May 2005 from 10 to
12 noon. Ring 2051 3700 if you
require transport.
PENARTH HARD OF HEARING
CLUB meet at Trinity Methodist
Church, Woodland Place on the
first Monday of every month at 2
pm. Ring 029 20 700 454 or 029
20 703 612 for more details

6th DINAS POWYS

MUSIC FESTIVAL
25 JUNE - 2 JULY 2005
See Page 6 for more!

VILLAGE SHOW
PARISH HALL

DPVC NEEDS YOU!
Sometimes in any organisation
there comes a time to sit back and
rethink. Our name, DPVC, says it
for us - Voluntary Concern here in
Dinas Powys! The constitution
sets out what we aim to do –
serving any in the community
who need support. We have a new
chairman, Dr Mike Robinson, who
is known to most of you for his
work as a General Practitioner.
What better time to ask if you in
the community see an unmet
need - either for yourself or for
friends and neighbours.
If so, please pick up the phone (029
2051 3700) or email us at
dpvc@care4free.net. As a small
Charity we cannot meet every need
but we often know someone or
another organisation that can and, if
necessary, work with others to find a
solution. Most of you reading this will
know what we currently do - in
addition, that is, to producing and
distributing this newsletter and its
associated Community Directory.
The white minibus/ambulance often
seen
around
the
village
is
maintained and driven by volunteers
– either directly affiliated to DPVC or
on behalf of the other local
organisations that use this vehicle.
Individual lifts (to surgery and the
like) are provided for those in need
by volunteer car drivers. Calls for
help and support are received and
acted upon through our Resource
Centre that is located behind the
Murchfield Community Hall.

2.00 pm
Saturday
3 September 2004
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Adults 50p
Accompanied Child 20p
Refreshments
Entertainment
See Page 2 for more!
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We would like to maintain these
services and do more. For that we
need you – with new ideas and
especially a little of your time.
Volunteering
will
always
be
satisfying even though it may cut
into precious leisure time! Virtually
all our clients greet the volunteers as
friends – and appreciate whatever
they do.
One item of sad news has been of
the death of Glyn Sadler, who with
his staff at Llandough Motors, gave
so much help and support to the
DPVC in maintaining our minibus.
Finally a brief update on the
Murchfield Community Hall itself.
The Hall is run as a Registered
Charity. It has a new Management
Committee in future to be chaired by
Councillor John Huw Williams and
thanks must be given to Councillor
Chris Franks who has steered the
Hall back to active life. It now seems
certain that a number of the activities
provided by the Vale of Glamorgan
Council through Lifelong Learning
Services, at present accommodated
at Wesley Court, will move to the
Murchfield Community Hall. We
hope this will be to the mutual
advantage of all concerned and will
lead to more effective use of the
hall.

INSIDE

Dinas Powys Village Show
Dates for Your Diary
The Rev Jim Keane
Mary Petrie
Community Council Report
The Royal British Legion
Dinas Powys Music Festival
Life in Dinas Powys Past
St Peter’s 75th Anniversary
Young Depend

EDITORIAL
In this edition of DEPEND it is very sad
to report the death of two members of
our community who, in different ways
have served Dinas Powys for many
years. Rev Jim Keane was known,
liked and respected by many of us in
the Village and we will miss him
greatly. Mary Petrie also served the
village well, a leading light in the life of
the
Village
helping
to
bring
entertainment
and
developing
community spirit.
This has made me think about the
many other people who serve Dinas
Powys, sometimes through formal
organisations, as councillors, church
members, youth workers, or in many
cases, just being good neighbours.
Often these people do not seek reward
or recognition, but by being volunteers
feel they are giving something back to
society. There is satisfaction in feeling
that someone has benefited from one’s
actions!
Finally, a word of apology. Mr
Markham has pointed out to me that it
was James Blade’s brother, not
James, who lived in Brooklands (see
editorial in the last issue). However all
the other information was correct!
Please
let us know of any
interesting news and stories about
Dinas Powys that can be published
in DEPEND.

PLEASE NOTE
COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

Would you please inform the DPVC
Coordinator in writing of any changes to
the Community Directory as soon as
possible.
MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
DPVC would like to thank those who
have sponsored this edition of DEPEND:
Dinas Powys & Michaelston-le-Pit Civic Trust
Dr Joan Andrews
Best Friends Dog Grooming Parlour
And those who have given anonymously

DEPEND is published by Dinas Powys
Voluntary Concern.
Articles for inclusion in future editions should be sent to:
John Fanshaw
The Editor
DEPEND
Dinas Powys Voluntary Concern
Murchfield Community Hall
Sunnycroft Lane
Dinas Powys
CF64 4QQ
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DINAS POWYS VILLAGE SHOW
‘Brilliant Show!’ - first-time exhibitor.
‘This is even better than last year’ –
regular
competitor
and
show
enthusiast. ‘It goes from strength to
strength’- parent.
Some of the comments received by
the Show committee during last
year’s Village Show in Dinas Powys.
It is now well established as part of
the Summer scene in the village.
The huge number of entries, over
300, from the schools were a
colourful feature in the main hall, the
increased number of entries in the
fruit and vegetable classes, the
tremendous entries in the Painting
and Drawing. All this plus the arts
and crafts, photographs and cookery
classes, not to mention the lovely
flowers, despite the poor weather,
and the beautiful work put into the
needlework classes. The music
provided by the ever popular
Ecumenical Seven under the
colourful canopy plus the amusing
Punch and Judy and the balloon
modelling all gave the crowds of
people in the gardens great
entertainment. The Show is an
excellent social occasion where
residents are happy to bring their
visiting family and friends and there
was a great atmosphere. The
spinning demonstration attracted
interest in the hall where the
Women’s Institute provided their
ever popular Teas, plus the
information table from the Dinas
Powys
Road
Safety
Action
Committee and the new village
Youth Worker, James Mulenga,
gave a slide show about his work in
the village and other communities.
The Fair Trade tables were stacked
with goodies and did good business
– the Community Council is a Fair
Trade council and the scheme is well
promoted in the community.
The committee would like to thank all
those who helped to make the Show
such a success – all the competitors,
the helpers who manned the raffle
and soft drinks tables and all those
who helped to set up and dismantle
the Show. The aim is to keep it a
traditional show but up-to-date and
appealing to all ages. The entries
came from as far afield as

Caerphilly, Bridgend and Kingston
(Surrey we assume!) and the Cup
Winners were:
British Gas Wales Cup for Culinary
Skills – Mrs Judy Watts.
Harry Phillips Plate for Fruit and
Vegetables – Mr Cecil Townsend
Randell Rose Bowl for Floral Art –
Mrs. Ann Pritchard
Dinas Powys Garden Society Cup
for
Flowers,
Shrubs
and
Houseplants – Mrs Connie Thomas
and Mrs G.M. Watson
National Westminster Cup for
Needlecrafts
–
Ms
Cynthia
Greenslade
D. Hampton-Jeffery Cup for Painting
and Drawing – Lesley Brian
Bernard
McParlin
Cup
for
Photography – Phil Gray
Dinas Powys Community Council
Cup for Craftwork - Bethan Aur
Jones
Dell Smith Cup for Nursery classes –
Lowri Bullivant, Ben Phillips and
Casey Watkins
J. Brockhurst Cup for Reception
classes – Samuel Jackson
Aquarius Cup for Years 1 and 2
Becky Thompson and Ryan Gilligan
D.P. & St. Andrews Morning W.I.
Cup for Years 3 and 4 – Iolo Cryer
St. Cyres Cup for Years 5 and 6 –
Emily Jayne, Bethan Aur Jones and
Jessica Woodfield
This is also a reminder to joint
winners of last year’s Cups to make
sure that the trophy is passed on to
the next one. The Committee is
small but efficient, however help
would be appreciated on the Friday
night and after the Show.
Preparations are already well in
hand for this year’s Show which will
be on Saturday 3 September. Make
this a date for your diary! It is
realised that some of the categories
need time to prepare (and grow!) so,
if you would like more information on
the Classes please get in touch with
the organiser on 2051 3274.

WILL YOU BE OUR SPONSOR?
It is only through the help and support of individual and corporate sponsors
that we can continue to produce this community newsletter. If you would like
to sponsor DEPEND please contact Vi Bolt at the Community Resource
Centre office on 029 2051 3700 or email DPVC@care4free.net
We will, of course, acknowledge the support given by our Sponsors.

DINAS POWYS PLAYERS
LATEST SUCCESS
The
Alan
Ayckbourn
play,
'Bedroom Farce', was presented
by the Players at the Parish Hall,
Britway Road, on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, 14, 15 and 16 April.
'Bedroom Farce' was first produced
at the Library Theatre, Scarborough,
in 1975 and subsequently at the
National Theatre, London, in 1977.
The cast then included Joan Hickson
of Agatha Christie's 'Miss Marple'
fame and Michael Kitchen, seen
recently on television in the 'Foyle's
War' series.
The play is typical of Ayckbourn's
style of comedy with plenty of marital
problems
and
chaotic
misunderstandings between four
families. The production takes place
in three bedrooms, presented
simultaneously on stage with the
action flowing in and out - one family
to another - on one hectic night.
'Bedroom Farce' had a strong cast
this time round which included Ann
Croom, Roy Gibbons, Graham
Russell, Pat Tadecicco, David Steer
and Jane Rapier - all well
established members of the group
together with two young talented
comparative newcomers - David
Edwards and Della Conway.
The play, directed by Pam Warne,
kept the audience intrigued and
amused throughout with the farcical
behaviour of the characters.
David J Warne

Wed 20 April 7.30 pm
Lee Hall, Britway Road

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Dinas Powys & Michaelston-le-Pit Civic Trust
AGM followed by “Teatime with Margaret” (Dr M Elmes)

Friday 22 April 2.30 pm
Parish Hall, Britway Road

Cardiff Branch of National Trust
Contact Mrs Iris Hopkins 029 2051 4282

Friday 22 April 7.30 pm
Parish Hall, Britway Road

TENOVUS Charity Concert
Contact Mrs Sullivan on 029 2051 3909

Tues 10 May 10 am - 2.30 pm Dinas Powys WI Coffee Morning and Plant
Lee Hall, Britway Road
Sale Contact Mrs D Hodgson on 029 2051 2704
Sat & Sun 14 &15 May
10.30 am - 4.00 pm
Parish Hall, Britway Road

Dinas Powys Art Group
Annual Art Exhibition
Contact Secretary: 029 2051 5363

Tues 31 May 10 - 12 noon
Murchfield Community Hall

DPVC Coffee Morning

Sun 19 June From 3 pm

Commemorating the end of WWII A short service will
be held at the War Memorial at 3 pm followed by a
Cream Tea and Entertainment by the Sovereign
Singers in the Parish Hall

Wed 22 June 7.30 pm
Lee Hall, Britway Road

Dinas Powys & Michaelston-le-Pit Civic Trust
The Kenya Project - Mr Richard Hird

Sat 25 June
St Peter’s Church

St Peter’s Church 75th Anniversary Celebrations
begin with a Flower Festival - See page 8 for details

Sat 25 June
Parish Hall, Britway Road

Dinas Powys Music Festival begins with Bethesda
Gospel Choir. See page 6 for the full programme

29 Aug Bank Holiday Monday Royal British Legion Membership Stall and
Home Produce Stall The Common
Tues 30 Aug - Sat 3 Aug

Soul in Dinas All Age Community Project

Sat 3 Sept
Parish Hall, Britway Road

Village Show. See page 2

Wed 21 September 7.30 pm
Lee Hall, Britway Road

Dinas Powys & Michaelston-le-Pit Civic Trust
Sker House - Mr Anthony Hontoir

Sat 15 Oct
Doors open 7 pm
Concert 7.30 pm

Remembrance Day Concert at the Parish
Hall. Tickets including programme £4
All proceeds to Poppy Appeal. Contact Lynne
Johansson on 029 2051 3734

Wed 16 November 7.30 pm
Lee Hall, Britway Road

Dinas Powys & Michaelston-le-Pit Civic Trust
Parish Churches of the Glamorgan Coast - Mr Jeff Childes

FRIENDS OF DINAS POWYS
COFFEE MORNING FOR THE
ALZHEIMERS SOCIETY

On Saturday, 19 February, the Lee
Hall was a hive of activity, laughter
and chatter with tables decorated
spring flower arrangements. There
was the ever popular cake stall treats,
tombola, Aloe Vera products and
paintings by local artist, Shirley Anne
Owen. The raffle prizes included a
beautiful floral arrangement.
The turnout to support this less
popular charity was good, for which
the organizers were grateful. Most of
us know someone who is suffering
from this disease, and as we were told
by Jill Davies, not always the elderly.
The morning was rounded off by
readings of some of Hilda Mumford's
poems. Everyone could relate to the
subjects - a mixture of local places,
nostalgic memories and everyday
happenings, which made the poems a
great success. The event raised £485
for the Alzheimers Society
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Nearly all of you reading this, will be
aware that our complement of Community
Police Officers is now up to strength, with
the arrival of PC Russell Jones. We now
also have the very welcome addition of
two Support Officers working in the area,
Alison Davies and Gareth Hillier. You may
already have made the acquaintance of
these last two, either around the village or
conducting the regular 'clinics' on
Thursday mornings at Sir Ivor Place.
The Murch project is finally completed,
apart from some unsightly wires dangling
across the face of the Parade flats. There
seems to be some difference of opinion
over whose responsibility it is to clear
these up. Otherwise the work carried out
has seen al all-round improvement.
There is an on-going problem with youth
annoyance, particularly on Friday and
Saturday evenings. The Police are taking
this very seriously and are doing
everything they can to put an end to it,
including sending non-residents back

whence they came and confiscating their
liquor. If trouble persists, do not hesitate
to summon the Police, if they are not
already in attendance.
On 25 August we shall be having a
comprehensive check on abandoned and
untaxed vehicles in Dinas Powys and
Neighbourhood Watch will be involved. If
any reader is willing to take part,
Neighbourhood Watch member or not,
please contact your nearest Watch Coordinator and register your interest.
Further details will be circulated nearer the
date. Finally, please do take care when
answering your door. There has been an
increase in 'distraction burglary'. This
covers bogus callers, posing as, for
instance, Water Board officials, seeking to
gain admittance to your home to steal, to
'cowboys' offering to carry out work to your
house or garden and then charging
exorbitant prices for shoddy work. Let
caution, not fear, be your watchword!
John D Walker
Area Co-ordinator

THE REV CHANCELLOR JAMES GOLDSWORTHY KEANE
OBE JP MA
Many residents of Dinas Powys and Penarth
were saddened to hear of the death of
Chancellor Jim Keane, a former rector of this
parish.
The funeral service was held in All Saints
Church, Penarth on Thursday, 17 February.
The service was conducted by Rev Peter
Cox with a moving tribute given by Bishop
Roy Davies. The church was filled to
capacity - an indication of the respect and
affection in which Canon Jim was held.
During the war, Jim trained as a fighter pilot
in Canada and, at the cessation of hostilities,
was offered an attractive post in civil aviation.
Despite his great love of flying, the call of the
church was too strong and he returned to
Cambridge University to complete his
studies, thence moving to Cuddesdon
College, Oxford to train for the ministry.
In 1951 Jim was ordained in Llandaff
Cathedral and his first appointment was as
curate at St Augustine's Church in Penarth.
This was the start of a long, dedicated and
distinguished service in the Church of Wales.
Jim's interest in and work with young people
led to his appointment as Youth Organiser for
the Province of Wales. He was in this post
for ten years and in this time was responsible
for many innovative measures. He also
helped to launch the Duke of Edinburgh
Awards and cherished the invitation to
present gold awards to young folk from
Wales at St James' Palace.
Following the raising of the Iron Curtain, he
went on a delegation to Russia to initiate
Youth Exchange.
His next appointment was as Provincial
Director overseeing education, publishing
and links with the media. In this new post
Jim's manifold talents were well tested.
Among many tasks was the pioneering of
fresh initiatives in the training of clergy and
laity in the technologies of broadcasting and
communication, detailed work in the
preparation of a new prayer book and much
research in producing up-to-date syllabi.
Jim's appointment as Chancellor of Llandaff
Cathedral gave him great joy and he was
delighted to be actively involved in cathedral
matters.
Some time before this, he had been invited to
be Chairman for the Council for Wales Youth
Service under the umbrella of the Welsh
Office and also Chairman of the Welsh Joint
Committee's Youth and Community Panel. It
came as no surprise when, in 1981, he was
awarded the OBE for his contribution to the
Youth Service and Education in Wales.
Satisfying, challenging and successful
though his administrative ministry had been,
Jim looked forward to the time when he could
return to the duties of the parish priest or, as
he put it, "back to the front line". This came
about in 1979 when Jim, Nona and Simon

moved into St Peter's Rectory. The next
fourteen years were to be happy and fruitful
serving the church in this parish. Jim was
ever mindful of and deeply appreciative of
Nona's ready and practical support in the
many facets of his ministry.
When Simon was a young lad Jim was
prompted to write "My Church Book - a
Communion Book for Children" which Nona
translated into Welsh.
Jim believed that the church should be
involved in the community. To this effect he
supported local societies, was Chaplain to
the British Legion and the RAFA, a member
of Rotary and Probus and, for twenty-one
years, served as a JP. He was also one of a
small group instrumental in the establishment
of a Welsh medium school in Penarth.
Jim's time in Dinas Powys co-incided with
that of Father John Kelly of St Mary's and
Rev Gerald Stoddern of the Methodist
Church. They became close friends and met
once a week in the Rectory for prayer and
discussion, in particular, ecumenism. Their
friendship and willingness to work together
was not lost on their congregations and
became the catalyst which resulted in the
signing of a local covenant between the three
churches - the first of its kind in Wales.
Of the many services in which Jim
participated none gave him greater pleasure
than marrying Simon and Tracey and, in due
course, in baptising grandson, David James,
whom he adored.
On his retirement, Jim continued to serve the
church in an honorary capacity, taking
services at St Luke's and All Saints in
Penarth. In his spare time he enjoyed
watching Cardiff play rugby (as a young man
he had played for Welsh Academicals) and
playing golf. He occasionally entertained
local societies with a "Desert Island Discs" of
his interesting life. Jim's gentle sense of
humour, genuine interest in people,
willingness to listen and help wherever he
could, together with the positive way he
practised his faith, endeared him to all with
whom he came into contact.
The following lines might well have been
penned with Jim in mind:
He has achieved success who has lived well,
laughed well and loved much;
who has gained the respect of all who knew
him and the love of young people;
who has filled his niche and accomplished
his task;
who has never lacked appreciated of earth's
beauty
who has always looked for the best in others
and given the best he had.

The Rev Chancellor James
and Mrs Nona Keane

MARY PETRIE

Mary was one of six or so people
who did so much to establish the
Dinas Powys Players in the early
70s. Thirty-five years on, the
Players still meant a lot to her
and Mary certainly meant a lot to
the group.
Her 'on stage' presence, her
comedy timing, her love of
singing and her uncanny ability to
re-create the monologues of
Joyce Grenfell and others were
skills
appreciated
by
our
audiences over the years. What
many will not be aware of was
Mary's influence behind the
scenes. It was not a case of 'it
will be all right on the night' - for
her, everything had to be right
well before the night.
Whether she was directing,
supervising
costumes
and
wardrobe or effects, the research
and dedication she applied to
ensuring authenticity was allconsuming. Her knowledge of
the history of fashion was
faultless and she cherished every
item we had in store, even down
to knowing the number of
dresses, suits, hats, gloves, wigs
and shirts we owned - the list was
endless.
Mary's contribution to the Dinas
Powys Players and to the
community over the years was
immense. She was a real trooper
and a loyal friend whose loss we
all feel deeply.
D J Warne
Chairman. Dinas Powys Players

Bessie Anderson Stanley
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT
From the beginning of this year we, as
a Community Council, have been
preoccupied
by
two
major
developments in Dinas Powys. We are
worried
about
the
consultation
exercise being conducted by the
Cardiff and Vale Health Trust to close
the Maternity Unit at Llandough in its
present form and to open it as a solely
mid-wife staffed unit. We are also
concerned about the closure of
Wesley Hall and the intention to
redevelop the site.
Wesley Hall is the property of the
Methodist Church who have selflessly
provided youth facilities in the village for
over forty years. Since the eighties the
County of South Glamorgan and, latterly,
the Vale of Glamorgan Council have
rented accommodation in Wesley Court
to fulfil their mandatory obligation to
provide youth services. These services
have diminished over the years and the
cost of repairing and maintaining the hall
has become too great for the church.
Most of the services provided by the
County over recent years are for children
who, for whatsoever reason, have been
excluded from mainstream education and
for whom the Vale of Glamorgan Council
has to provide a weekly 25 hours
education. The Authority also runs a
Duke of Edinburgh Scheme for the whole
of the Vale from Wesley Court.
In
addition to these activities there are two
evening clubs for junior and secondary
age children. The Methodist Church runs
its own Girls' and Boys' Brigade.
The Community Council is concerned on
two counts. We feel that youth provision
for older children has been woefully
inadequate in Dinas Powys for a long
time and is probably set to get worse.

Since there have been youth annoyance
problems for a long time it is obvious that
there needs to be more leisure activity for
this age group - not less, otherwise the
problems will increase. To this end, we
invited the Cabinet Member for Life-Long
Learning, together with Mr Dave Prosser,
the officer in charge of youth work in the
Vale, and Mr Andy Borsden, a youth
worker placed in Dinas Powys, to the
January Council Meeting. A question and
answer
session
followed
brief
presentations. It remains to be seen
whether they took our concerns seriously.
The only bright star on the Youth Horizon
seems to be the arrival of the Baptist
Chapel's Youth Worker, Mr James
Mulenga, whom we invited to address us
on the same topic of youth work in Dinas
Powys the following month. His approach
to youth work and his outreach work
appears to be more pro-active than that
of the statutory authorities. Through his
good offices we have procured an
activities double-decker bus for DInas
Powys on one Friday in each month.
Youth annoyance problems are at their
greatest on Friday nights in Dinas and we
hope that this bus will help alleviate the
problem. Both the Baptist Church and
Bethesda Chapel are also making a real
contribution to youth provision in the area
and to be commended for this.
The Community Council is also strongly
opposing the current proposals for the
restructuring of women's services in the
Cardiff and Vale Trust. We are told that
due to a lack of mid-wives and qualified
obstetricians and due to the new
European directives on working hours for
hospital doctors the Hospital Trust is to
restructure its services for women. Many
of the changes will, no doubt, be

beneficial but the Community Council has
voted unanimously to oppose the
changes to obstetrics at Llandough. It is
proposed to convert the Maternity Unit at
Llandough to a completely mid-wife
staffed unit. Whilst 60 per cent of the
women in the Vale will be able to have
their babies at Llandough, the 40 per cent
with any problems at all will have no
choice but to have their babies at the
Heath.
It is hoped that more women will opt to
have their babies at home - up to two per
cent of expectant mothers - although if
there is a shortage of mid-wives one
wonders how this will be accomplished.
An extremely large birthing unit is to be
created at the Heath at a cost of
£11,000,000. There will be forty new cots
and forty new beds established by July
2005.
The Community Council is particularly
concerned that if problems develop
during labour, the mother will be
transferred by ambulance to the Heath.
The ambulance service has given an
assurance that an ambulance will always
be available at eight minutes notice to
undertake the journey of fifteen minutes.
Even in early labour this does not appear
to us to be good practice but in very
advanced labour, to delay delivery could
be positively dangerous for both mother
and baby, to say nothing of the extra pain
and distress, which may be experienced
by very vulnerable women.
Janie Jones

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES! - DOG AND CAT GROOMING

Focus 50
Awareness Event

Murchfield Community Hall
May 11th
10.00 am till 12.30 pm
Are you over 50? Do you live in Cardiff
or the Vale?
Need a challenge or something to fill your
time? Or simply in need of benefits
advice?
Focus 50 is about helping you find the
job, training or volunteering opportunity
that you want in a way that fits in with your
lifestyle.
Our service is completely voluntary - so
you can come and see us as much or as
little as you like!
Why not come along for an informal chat
with Mark or Julie at our “Drop in” event
at the Murchfield Community Hall,
Sunnycroft Lane.
Contact us by free phone on 0800 917
9262.
Or Mark on 07984 651 306

Does your pet need care and attention?
Did you know that two businesses offer
pet grooming services here in Dinas
Powys? Both of them are operated by
local residents and can cater for owners
who are elderly or have mobility problems.
BEST FRIENDS DOG GROOMING
PARLOUR, 6 Camms Corner, Dinas
Powys (029 2051 5122) has been open
for 8 months and provides a friendly dog
grooming service. The dogs are not
caged at any time while in the shop and
only two dogs are booked at any one time
so owners can feel assured that their pets
will not have to wait long. A free pick-up
and drop-off service is offered locally and
a small charge is made for collection and
return outside the area.
KATHRYN'S HAPPY HOUNDS
Heather Summerson from Kathryn's
Happy Hounds Dog and Cat Grooming is
taking part in a sponsored indoor Row
Challenge to raise funds towards the Blue
Cross Animal Charity. Kathryn, who
rowed for Wales, will complete the
challenge as well as raising funds from
her grooming business. For each dog
customer £1 will be donated towards the
Blue Cross and other small struggling
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animal charities.
Kathryn, who grooms from home, said,
"All breeds of dog and cat are welcome.
Pets receive one to one attention and a
more personal touch".
A trip to the groomer's should be a
pleasant experience for your dog, a time
for being made to feel special and a
checkup on skin, condition of coat,
allergies and overall wellbeing.
There are discounts for elderly customers,
a collection and delivery service and
evening grooming for those who have to
work in the day. Mobile Service is offered
for dogs unable to leave their homes
because of illness, nervousness, disability
and for those in their twilight years.
If anyone would like to sponsor Kathryn
and sister, Heather, for their Rowing
Challenge, or arrange a grooming
appointment, please contact Happy
Hounds on 029 2051 3575 or 079 0425
3262.

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
DINAS POWYS BRANCH

The Branch has heightened its
profile in the village over the past
few years and attracted many new
members thanks to an enthusiastic
committee under the Chairmanship
of Mr Allan Johanson. It is an
often held misconception that one
has to have been an Armed Forces
member to become a member of the
RBL but this is not the case. Many of
this Branch’s members have joined
as Associate members because they
recognise the on-going work of ‘the
Legion’ in helping, not only exservicemen but their dependents in
time of need. The RBL is a vibrant
organisation with plenty of work to do
in these troubled times.
The Branch is pleased to announce
that the final total amount of money
raised in the collection boxes
distributed by the Branch for the 2004
Poppy Appeal is £5216.37. which is
slightly up from last year. The Poppy
Appeal
Organiser,
Mrs
Lynne
Johanson, would like to thank all
those people who contributed to this
magnificent sum, also to all the shops

and businesses for displaying the
RBL boxes and, especially to the
volunteers who gave their time and
energy to going around the streets
and houses with collection boxes.
There are several activities already
planned for this year. On Sunday 19
June at 3 pm. there will be a Service
at the War Memorial in the village to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of
the ending of both World Wars. This
will be followed by a Tea and
Entertainment in the Parish Hall.
The August Bank Holiday Fete on the
Common will be the venue for the
RBL stalls which have proved very
popular for a few years. Then, on
Saturday 15 October the Branch’s
Remembrance Concert will be held at
the Parish Hall. Look out for the
posters!
If you would like more information
please contact Allan Johanson on
2051 3734.

DINAS POWYS
MUSIC FESTIVAL

SOUL IN DINAS

The sixth annual Dinas Powys Music
Festival 2005 opens on Saturday 25
June in the Parish Hall with the
Bethesda Gospel Choir.
On Friday Evening, 1 July there will be a
Baroque Concert by St David String
Orchestra at St Peter's Church. This will
be in conjunction with St Peter's Church
75th Anniversary celebrations and
cheese and wine will be served in the
interval.
The renowned Llanelli Male Voice Choir
will be presenting a concert in the
Parish Hall on the evening of Saturday 2
July.
There will be lunchtime Traditional Jazz
with Phil Dando at 1 pm on Sunday 2nd
July in the Lee Hall (adjacent to the
Parish Hall), with food by Thyme Out on
sale. In the evening, in the Parish Hall,
there will be a concert performance by
members of the Welsh National Opera.
Help is needed with the staging for
these concerts. Are there any strong
young men who are willing to help?
Tickets will be available from June
onwards. For more details contact
2051 3114; 2051 2986 or 2051 3113.
Transport for those with mobility
problems will be provided by Dinas

Reaching out to our community, the
churches of Dinas Powys will join
together for SOUL IN DINAS, a
special summer week, Tuesday 30
August to Saturday 3 September, to
make our village a better place.
There are opportunities for all - from
teenagers to the retired - to take part.
Prayer walks have identified areas
needing clearance, litter picking,
graffiti removal, painting and planting.
Every Wednesday, prayer/planning
meetings are being held at Ebenezer
House, Hebron Hall, Cross Common
Road between 6.45 and 8 pm. They
are also discussing the organisation
of car washing, gardening, sports, a
music night, children's activities etc.
All are welcome to join in. At a later
date leaflets with detachable reply
slips will be delivered to all homes.
A detailed information presentation
(for churches etc) will be given at 6
pm on Sunday, 17 April at Bethesda
Chapel, Fairoaks.
Everyone is
invited to this.
For more details telephone 029 2051
4664/3475/2765 or visit our website
www.soulindinas.cjb.net.
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LIBRARY MATTERS

Dinas Powys Library 'Fairoaks' The
Murch Dinas Powys CF64 4QU
Tel 02920 512556 Fax 02920
515980
We are open:
Mon 10 - 6
Thurs
10 - 1
Tues 10 - 6
Fri
10 - 7.30
Wed 10 - 6
Sat.
10 - 5
Access - is easy for anyone with
mobility problems.
We have a
dedicated parking space, automatic
entrance doors and an adapted
computer workstation.
Latest News - recent building work
has now been completed and the
Library now has a toilet for library
customers.
This is suitable for
disabled access.
Clap, tap and Rhyme sessions for
under-fives will take place the last
Wednesday in every month.
What's on Offer?
Traditional
library facilities - why not borrow one
or more of our books?
Computers for word processing or
Internet use
Free broadband Internet access - for
anyone to use who joins the library.
Parental consent is needed before
children can use the facilities. If you
would like to join then please bring
to the library one form of ID with
your name and address.
Free taster sessions - not sure how
to use a computer or surf the
Internet? Why not come along to
one of our free taster sessions. Just
call in to the library or give us a ring
to find out more.
Photocopying and faxing, borrowing
Talking books and videos are
possible for a charge.
Dates for your Diary - Tuesdays:
Storytime session for the under-fives
from 2.30 - 3.15 pm.
A few hours to spare? Staff from
the Vale Volunteer Bureau are on
hand to match your skills to that
perfect volunteering opportunity.
Monthly Monday 2 - 4 pm.

DINAS POWYS & MICHAELSTON-LE
-PIT CIVIC SOCIETY

DPVC are delighted to have received a
donation of £200 from the Civic
Society towards the publication of
DEPEND.
The Civic Society holds meetings in
the Lee Hall, Britway Road. There is
an admission charge of 50p to cover
the Hire of the Hall and light
refreshments. If you care about the
Dinas Powys area come along to the
meetings. See “Dates for Your Diary”
on page 3.

LIFE IN DINAS POWYS PAST - The 20s and 30s

This is the first of a series of recollections by residents on life in our village many years ago.
I came to live in Dinas Powys in
1925 when I was four years old
and went to the Council School
(now the Infants School). We were
taught
reading
and
writing,
arithmetic, nature study, drawing,
history and geography. It was
very important to have good
handwriting and we used a pen
with a nib, which was dipped in an
inkwell and pieces of pink blotting
paper to mop up the spare ink! In
the separate building in the yard
with a 'tin' roof, the boys were
taught woodwork and the girls
were taught cookery.
If you
misbehaved, you might have a
touch of the cane on your hand.
Heating in the winter was by coal
fires or a stove, which was very
inadequate in cold weather.
I
enjoyed playing cricket on the
field. On of the trips we had was
by train to London Zoo.
Dinas Powys was then a much
smaller and quieter village and more
self-sufficient. All around the school
were rolling fields. The hundreds of
houses we now have in the Murch,
Eastbrook and the Southra were built
on the fields belonging to the
farmers. I can remember nine farms
at this time: Per Close, Eastbrook,
Mill Farm, Malthouse Farm, Mount
Farm, Cross Farm, Southra Farm,
Westra Fawr and Highwalls, now
part of the Golf Club. There seemed
to
be
cowsheds
everywhere.
Refrigerators were not to come for
another thirty years so milk from the
farms was delivered twice or three
times a day by horse and cart and
carried in churns. The milkman had
a pint and a halfpint measure and
poured
the
milk
into
the
householder's jug.
The road to the Murch was a country
lane, and there were no traffic lights
on Cardiff Road. Few people had a
car and travelled out of the village by
train, and later, as the service
improved, by bus. We used our
bicycles much more to get about.
The shops in the village centre and
on Cardiff Road were used by most
people. There were two butchers,
two bakers, one in Eastbrook, fish
and vegetable shops, two grocers, a
Co-op, a draper, a shoe shop, a
bank and a cobbler (shoe repairer).
Later on, the bakery on the corner of
Greenfield Avenue was replaced by
a garage where, before electric sets

arrived, we took the accumulators for
our battery wireless sets to be
charged.
There were two other
garages in the village with petrol
pumps, one in Britway Road. Dinas
Powys Station was the only rail
station and had toilets and waiting
rooms for men and women. The
women's waiting room had a roaring
coal fire. Several men worked on the
station and one year they won the
certificate for the best kept station
and garden.
There were also
machines to obtain cigarettes and
chocolate and newspapers were sold
in the mornings.
The Post Office had various
locations before it moved to the
Village Square.
Four postmen
collected the post from the train,
sorted and delivered letters twice a
day. The village barber would cut a
boy's hair for fourpence (2p). There
was also a lady's hairdresser.
There were two police houses where
policemen and their families lived,
one in Eastbrook and the other in
Elmgrove Road. The two doctors
held surgeries in their houses, Dr
Beveridge in Mill Road and Dr Gabe
in Millbrook Road.
I do not remember the brickworks
and lime kilns working but stone for
building was quarried for many more
years. Several family businesses
included sawmilling, building, plant
nurseries, painting and decorating,
which also provided jobs.
Most Dinas Powys children attended
the Council School or the Church in
Wales School, then on The Square,
until they reached the leaving age of
fourteen. Only children who passed
the Scholarship, the entrance
examination for secondary schooling,
went on to the Grammar School in
Barry (the building now a Welsh
medium junior school). At eleven
years of age I passed the
Scholarship and travelled to Barry by
train. The teachers were very strict
and I was glad to leave when I had
the offer of a job two years later.
This
was
a
time
of
high
unemployment.
I started work in 1935 as an office
boy in Hancocks Brewery in Cardiff,
where my mother and father and
many other members of my family
had worked. It was a large business
and employed many workers. I used
to play cricket for the firm's team.
There was a stable for the shire
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Choir Procession from the Iron Church,
29 June 1925

Western Mail

horses which pulled the drays which
delivered the barrels of beer to
Cardiff pubs. When the pantomime,
Cinderella, was staged in the New
Theatre, the ponies that pulled the
coach were stabled in Hancock's. In
return the brewery had some
publicity during the performances.
One thing that was said was "the
weather is turning from mild to bitter
over Hancock's Brewery"! I also met
famous visitors, Sir Harry Lauder and
two famous England cricketers, Ian
Peebles and the England Captain,
Percy Chapman.
I remember going for confirmation
classes in the 'Iron Church' in
Highwalls Road, singing in St Peter's
Choir and taking part in nativity plays
when the new St Peter's was built in
1930.
Attendance at church or
chapel and especially Sunday
School played a big part in our lives.
A welcome visitor to the village was
the mobile Eldorado ice cream seller
on his bicycle!
One tradition for the village boys was
to act as 'beaters' in the pheasant
shoot in Cwm George on Boxing
Day.
I enlisted in the Territorial Army when
I was seventeen and went for
training to Barry and to camp at
Weston-super-Mare. A year later,
when war was declared, I was in the
army on active service.
Harry Welchman

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
ST PETER'S CHURCH
This important occasion will be
celebrated at the end of June this
year. It is hoped that anybody and
everybody for whom St Peter's has
played a part will join the
celebrations. The programme is as
follows:
Sat 25 June Flower Festival
Sun 26 June Hymns of Praise
Wed 29 June St Peter's Day
Thurs 30 June
Sung Eucharist
Celebrant and preacher Dr Barry
Morgan, Archbishop of Wales
Fri 1 July
Dinas Powys Music
Festival Concert at St Peter's Church
with cheese and wine
If you have been married or baptised
in the church, attended Sunday
School, Brownies, Cubs or any other
activities, if you have been a
worshipper but do not attend
regularly now, please come along
and support the events during the
anniversary week. All will be very
welcome.Watch the local press and
the Parish Magazine for further
details.

If you, or anyone you know,
would be glad of the help and
support we can offer - please
contact us in the Resource Centre on
029 2051 3700

GETTING INTO THE SWIM OF IT HEBRON HALL

St Peter’s Church, Dinas Powys

Reproduced with the kind permission of
Mrs Rosemary Markham

Adults
Monday to Friday
Over 50s
Families & Adults
Admission Charges
Adults and over 50s
Children

Printed by the Vale Council for Voluntary Service

Daily
12 noon - 1.30 pm
Monday, Wednesday,
Friday 2.00 - 4.00pm
Tuesday, Thursday
4.30 pm - 6.30 pm
£1.40

£1.10

With ample free car parking and easy
access, the pool is very suitable for those
wanting to undertake some easy,
enjoyable exercise in their local
community.

Kathryn Dacey, of “Kathryns Happy
Hounds” with her rescue dog, Tiffin

YOUNG DEPEND

Wordsearch Ages 8-14

There were several correct entries for wordsearch No 3. The winner of
the book token was Catrin Thomas of Southra Park.

WORDSEARCH No 4 (Age 8 – 14 years)
Find 10 Children’s Television programmes that local children might
be watching. Most titles have two words

or write to:
Dinas Powys Voluntary Concern
Murchfield Community Hall
Sunnycroft Lane
Dinas Powys
CF64 4QQ
Email on: DPVC@care4free.net
Or you could just call in the office between 9.30 and 12.30 on
any weekday morning. You will
be sure of a warm welcome.
Have you recently retired, are the
children at school, or do you just
want to give something back to
your community - driving, office
work, befriending, gardening etc?
If so - would YOU like to be a volunteer? We would be delighted
to hear from you. Telephone,
write, or just visit us in the office.
You will make new friends and
would certainly gain satisfaction
from a job well done.

An important fitness facility right here in
Dinas Powys is the Swimming Pool at
Hebron Hall in Cross Common Road. The
Pool has been open to the public, except
for annual renovations, since Hebron Hall
Christian Centre took over the former Bryny-Don School in 1982.
The 20 metre heated indoor pool has been
upgraded in recent years with further
improvements being undertaken during
December and January. This year the
filtration system has been renewed so as
to further improve water quality and the
pool opened to the public at the end of this
January.
The pool is open for public swimming as
follows:

Return your list
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of answers by mail to:-

Sunnycroft Lane
Dinas Powys
CF64 4QQ
or Email on DPVC@care4free. net
Please give your age and address.
Do send us a contribution for this page, a story, poem - or even a
wordsearch
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