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THANK YOU!

Many
thanks
from
all
involved in DPVC to Dinas
Powys Rotary for your
generous donation of £1000.
This donation will help
improve the services which
DPVC can provide for
members
of
our
local
community.

DINAS POWYS

MUSIC FESTIVAL
2006
24 JUNE - 2 JULY 2006
See Page 7 for more!

VILLAGE SHOW
PARISH HALL

2.00 pm
Saturday
2 September 2006
Adults 50p
Accompanied Child 20p
Refreshments
Entertainment
See Page 6 for more!

Found - a new AUDITOR!
We are grateful to Martin Warren
FCA who has agreed to take on
the role of 'auditor' following
Richard
Huzzey's
retirement.
DPVC extends its sincere thanks
to Richard for ''vetting' our books
over the last 15 years.

DPVC STILL NEEDS YOU!
DINAS POWYS VOLUNTARY CONCERN needs
PEOPLE who will
VOLUNTEER to support us in our
CONCERNS for those in need in our community.
DPVC needs a new TREASURER - NOW!
At the DPVC AGM held in November, Alan Higgins 'retired' as
Treasurer after 32 years in the post. Alan took over from Pauline
Roper in 1973 when Dr Haydn Jones was Chairman of what was
then the Dinas Powys Council of Social Service with meetings
held in Haydn's house. Alan was thanked for his long service to
DPVC.
But six months after 'retiring' Alan is still acting as DPVC
Treasurer! So far, despite concerted efforts, attempts to find a
successor have failed.
Alan says: "The job of Treasurer is not onerous - particularly as there
is a paid Co-ordinator who registers daily income. Should anyone be
interested in the post I will willingly outline the role without commitment
on anyone's part. Just ring me on
WILL YOU BE OUR SPONSOR?
20513266."
(Editor: We are always looking for
new volunteers. This is YOUR
chance. If you are willing to take
on the role as Treasurer please
contact, Alan on 2051 3266, the
Resource Centre on 2051 3700 or
ring the Chairman, Dr Mike
Robinson, on 20512535.)
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It is only through the help and
support of individual and corporate
sponsors that we can continue to
produce this community newsletter.
If you would like to sponsor DEPEND
please contact Joanne Bransfield at
the Community Resource Centre
office on 029 2051 3700 or email
DPVC@care4free.net
We will, of course, acknowledge the
support given by our Sponsors.
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EDITORIAL

MURCHFIELD COMMUNITY HALL

We are delighted that
Chrystal Tilney, the well
known local historian, has
been so generous as to
make a contribution to this
edition of DEPEND.
Many thanks as well to Mrs
Rosemary Markham for her
illustrations to accompany
this article. Rosemary has
been a good friend to
DEPEND
and
has
contributed
to previous
editions - as well as
permitting us to use her
artwork
for
DPVC
fundraising!
We are also grateful for the
letters
that
we
have
received
from
village
residents and for the
contribution made to “Young
Depend” by Ben Thompson.
We do appreciate your
contributions to DEPEND
and
these
and
your
comments are welcomed.
Please send them to the
editor at the address shown
below.

Many readers may know little about the hall.

PLEASE NOTE
COMMUNITY DIRECTORY

Would you please inform the DPVC
Coordinator in writing of any
changes
to
the
Community
Directory as soon as possible.
DEPEND is published by Dinas Powys
Voluntary Concern.
Articles for inclusion in future editions should be sent to:
John Fanshaw
The Editor
DEPEND
Dinas Powys Voluntary Concern
Murchfield Community Hall
Sunnycroft Lane
Dinas Powys
CF64 4QQ

The Community Hall at the bottom of Sunnycroft lane, Dinas
Powys is like other such halls in the Vale owned by the Vale
of Glamorgan Council who are responsible for maintenance
of its structure and external fabric.
It is managed by volunteers as the Murchfield Community
Association and is a Registered Charity.
Each year the Association holds a AGM to which all local
residents are welcome and where the Management
Committee is elected - made up of representatives of users,
local residents, local Councillors and other volunteers. The
accounts are presented at the AGM.
The Management Committee of the Hall is responsible for
its day to day running, security, promotion and internal
maintenance including application for grants to improve the
Hall.
Currently the Hall is used on a regular basis by people of all
ages – from toddlers at Childminders sessions to WRVS
Afternoon club for the older residents. Sport is represented
by badminton, young football, aerobics and a marching Jazz
band. Dinas Powys Football club work from changing rooms
at the rear of the building. The office of Dinas Powys
Voluntary Concern is housed at the rear of the hall. All
users pay rent set by the Management Committee. At the
beginning of 2004 the Hall also became home to activities
previously housed at Wesley Court – these included two
sessions of youth work and classes run by the Department
of Lifelong Learning.
The Hall is also used on an occasional basis for as a polling
station and for Blood Donor Sessions and police liaison
meetings.
There are a few periods when the Hall is available on a
regular basis for new hirers and application can be made to
the booking secretary on 2051 4501. The hall is also
available for certain private parties – up to Year 6 children
only.
Members of the Management Committee face many
challenges in balancing the needs of local residents and
that of users and turn to both the Vale Council and Police
for advice. They would very much welcome local residents
prepared to give of their time in managing this local
amenity.
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POLICE NEWS
The Dinas Powys Community
Department is based at
Penarth Police Station. It is a
dedicated team consisting of
police officers and police
community support officers.
Team members are:
Alison Davies PCSO 53450
Russell Jones PC 3168
Debbie Zeraschi PC 3034
Hugh Watson PC 4510
All the above officers can be
contacted at the Community
Office on 02920527361
The Community Department's
role is to engage with the
community and understand local
issues. With other agencies and
partners
such
as
local
authorities we aim to deal with
these issues.
Community
officers are aiming to improve
accessibility to the police via
local surgeries and consultative
meetings.
We feel using these methods
gives
members
of
the
community the opportunity to
come forward and speak with
officers and express their
concerns on a more personal
level.
Police Surgeries are held at
Camms
Corner,
Thursdays
10.00 am - noon.
All are
welcome.

Dinas Powys Art Group

is starting its Autumn Term on
Monday, 4th September 2006 in
the Scout Hall. There are two
sessions - one in the afternoon
beginning at 2.30 pm and the
other in the evening at 7.30 pm.
Both experienced and novice
artists are welcome and tutors
are available to give guidance
and help as required. If you
would like to join or obtain
further information, please
contact Gill Gee on 20515363.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 31 May 2006
10 am - 12.00 noon
Murchfield Community Hall

DPVC Coffee Morning

Saturday 3 June 2006
10 am Lee Hall

Dinas Powys Women’s Institute
Charity Coffee Morning

24 June - 2 July 2006
(See Page 7 for Details

Dinas Powys Music Festival

Sunday 2 July 2006
After 10.30 Service

St Peter’s Church Young Communicants
Barbeque, in the Church Grounds

Saturday 2 September 2006
(See Page 6 for Details)

Dinas Powys Village Show

Monday 4 September 2006
Scout Hall

Dinas Powys Art Group Restart
(See article on this page for details)

Friday 29 September 2006
7.30 pm St Peter’s Church Hall

St Peter’s Church Harvest Supper
Details to follow at St Peter’s

Saturday 18 November 2006
2.30 pm Parish Hall

St Peter’s Autumn Fayre

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
As most readers will know,
the "hot topic" concerning the
Police at the moment is the
proposal
by
the
Home
Secretary to force the four
existing Police Forces in
Wales to amalgamate into
one, despite the unanimous
opposition of the four Police
Authorities concerned.
Their objections are mainly the
lack of opportunity for effective
consultation
with
the
communities they represent and
the lack of assurances about
how the considerable cost of
amalgamation will be met,
leading
to
the
inevitable
conclusion that it will mean yet
another hike in Council Tax for
the people of Wales.
On
operational
grounds
many
service Police officers at all
levels are, in principle, in favour
of a unified force. If the Home
Secretary secures he necessary
majority in Parliament, as he
surely will, what are perceived
by many to be his "bully boy"
tactics will succeed and we shall
have a single Police Force in
Wales next year. Whether this
will be a good or a bad thing
time alone will tell.
Another development, which will
have taken effect by the time

you read this, is the introduction
of
what
is
called
"Neighbourhood Policing". This
will entail a shift of emphasis
from reactive policing, that is
simply responding to calls, to
preventive action, meaning more
presence on the streets and
more interaction with the
community. Dinas Powys has
long been regarded as being
something of a pioneer area for
this sort of policing, so we are
unlikely
to
notice
any
appreciable difference. Also, I
am
assured
that
the
aforementioned
enforced
unification will not affect this
concept.
A "Consultative
Group" has been set up and has
met three times at the time of
writing. It is intended to expand
the membership of this group to
about twenty, representing a
cross-section of residents in
Dinas, and to meet monthly. I
shall report in future articles on
how successful the group has
been in meeting its aims.
John D Walker
Chairman,
Dinas Powys Neighbourhood
Watch Association

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Early on Saturday morning, 11
March, there was a long queue
snaking down Castle Drive and into
St Donat’s Close.
Patients
registered with the Castle Court
Dental Practice as NHS patients
had received a letter advising them
that the practice was going private
and patients needed to re-register if
they wished to receive continuing
dental care.
This fact, and the short notice
received by patients prompted
several local residents to write to
DEPEND
expressing
their
amazement and concerns. These
are the letters received by the
editor. Names and addresses have
been supplied
“Saturday,
11
March
2006,
witnessed the British public's
ability to queue. The queue was
not like those of wartime, when
you joined it and found out later
what was on offer - a few links of
sausage, a pound of apples or a
tin of peaches.
This was a queue for the patients
of the Castle Court Dental
Practice.
They had received
letters only the day before,
informing them that the practice
had decided to provide dental
care
independently
of
the
National Health Service and that
'initial registration would be on
Saturday'. Patients were further
advised that, 'it is important to
note that registration is strictly on
a first come first served basis'.
The early risers witnessed a visit
from the Police riot van, which
speedily descended on Castle
Court, before retreating back to
base, having failed to find any
disorder, unlawful assembly or
illegal trading.
Topics of discussion amongst the
people patiently waiting were:
'I'm afraid to be without dental
care',
'How ill my father be able to
queue, he's elderly and not a well
man?'
'I don't know how I will pay the
family dental bill'.
For me the burning question must
be
'And what about those who
cannot afford to pay? Who will
look after their interests? How ill
they be advised of the provision
made for them and the service to

Patients queuing outside The Castle Court Dental Practice to re-register

which they are entitled?'
would be welcomed.
At least in wartime we felt that
The short notice given to
there were basic principles that 1
bound us together and protected
patients who wished to
register with the practice
the most vulnerable in our
and the difficulty for sick,
society.
I wonder if dental
elderly or disabled patients
practitioners
and
assemble
(or those simply away on
members have a view?
holiday) to register.
Are we two nations?
Concerned”
2
What
is
meant
by
‘emergency treatment'? It
“I have been with the NHS Dentist
appears to mean just shortin Dinas Powys for two and a half
term relief and what are the
years. In the past it would have
costs to be for ordinary
cost my husband and me
treatment eg non-urgent
between £60 and £80 a year for
fillings, etc?
dental treatment. Under the new
system it will cost a minimum of
Are children under 18 able
£162.80.
(Plus
an
initial 3
to continue to receive free
registration fee of £21.90 for two).
treatment - providing one
This cost covers only two check
parent is registered with the
ups and two hygienist sessions.
practice?
The insurance policy covers us
for certain emergency treatments,
One writer, with her family,
which may be required, but not 4
has been registered with the
every contingency is covered and
former NHS practice for
we have not been notified of the
over thirty years, the new
cost of treatment for dental care
Practice implies that it will
not covered by the insurance
be necessary to reduce the
policy. I have two children who
numbers registered
in
cannot join the practice unless
Dinas Powys. Where are
one of us joins as well. I want to
these patients and those
know where the justice is in this.
who cannot afford to pay
I feel that my family must now
more to go?
look for an NHS dentist elsewhere
and be prepared to travel.”
The following concerns relating to
the provision of dental care in Dinas
Powys were raised and clarification

DINAS POWYS PLAYERS SUCCESS
Three nights of great entertainment were
provided by the Players on 30, 31 March and 1
April with their production of this play set in
the South Wales Valleys. The play is full of
humour of a distinctive Welsh flavour but
there is drama and pathos in good measure.
The setting is the back garden of a Valley family in
which Doris, who was played superbly by Sue
Gibbons, is matriarch and dominant mother. Reg
is her long suffering husband, sensitively played
by Graham Russell. Doris does her best to
control their sons, Kenneth and Gareth, whilst
keeping a close eye on Grandad. There is the
ubiquitous neighbour, Audrey, beautifully played
by Norma Critcher and last, but not least, Gareth's
bride, Shirley, the centre of a paternity issue
between Gareth and Kenneth. Roy Gibbons was
excellent as Grandad and the younger members
of the cast were extremely convincing. Della
Conway gave another lovely performance as
Shirley, while real life husband, mark, was
outstanding as stage husband, Gareth. Kenneth
was played by David Steer who gave one of his
best performances.
The plot moves from the wedding day through to

From
Easter
to
Pentecost … From
Spring
Chicks
to
Spirit!
A quick glance through Radio Times
at Easter revealed very few
programmes that gave even a
second glance at the reason behind
this April Bank Holiday Weekend. I
guess that when Pentecost (or
Whitsun as many used to call it)
arrives (4th June this year) there will
be even less mention of that.
Both Easter and Pentecost do of
course have their origins in religion
and are central markers in the
Christian Year.
Looking around the shops Easter
has become synonymous with
Spring Chicks, Spring Flowers,
Jumping Bunny Rabbits, Easter
Eggs (and an Easter card we had
would try to convince us “Winnie the
Pooh eating Honey”). As the
churches gathered one week before
Easter Day, on Palm Sunday, in the
Village Square for the blessing of
the Palm Crosses, passers by could
be heard asking why were we
there…but they passed by without

the funeral of an old aunt and, finally, to the birth
of Shirley's baby. The presentation was superbly
enhanced by Roy Gibbon's artistic flair in creating
an authentic Valley atmosphere on such a
restricted stage.
Phil Sage directed with patience and aplomb and
his efforts were rewarded by strong performances
by everyone in the cast, supported by a band of
helpers, mostly unseen, who provided essential
back-up in all departments.

waiting for a reply! Easter is of
course the Christian celebration of
the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ; the time when we celebrated
that Jesus had overcome death to
live beyond “life on earth”.
Life
became more than just your “three
score years and ten”; belief and
faith in God brought with it an extra
dimension to life. Christians today
believe that God gives purpose and
meaning to life, here and now in our
daily living and loving, in our care
and response to each other, and in
the promise of a life beyond this
mortal span. Christianity is not an
“add on” but an integral facet of life
and the Easter message of Jesus’
death and resurrection ensures that.
At Easter the Disciples “SAW AND
BELIEVED IN JESUS”.
We
now
move
towards
PENTECOST. This will be a very
different celebration in the church
year. It will be a day of celebration
not of Jesus’ resurrection but of the
pouring out of God’s Holy Spirit to
empower followers of Jesus to go
out into the world to proclaim the
Gospel Message (the “Good News”
that Jesus is life changing and life
affirming). Pentecost is seen as the
“BIRTHDAY” of the Church, when

the first followers were sent out to
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour, to proclaim that God
(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) was
alive and active in the world. I
guess it’s a bit like some of us
having a “wee dram” or the odd
“nip” of some “spirit” or another to
give us courage and confidence.
God poured out his Holy Spirit on
believers to give them courage and
to give them the language to use to
express their faith so others would
hear and understand. Today, the
church and its people do not always
get it right, the churches in Dinas
Powys try to do things together
when we can… we do TRY in an
increasingly complex world, to tell
the simple story of God’s love for all.
Rev Elaine Halls – Dinas Powys
Methodist Church
Tel:0292051 2962
EM:revshalls@supanet.com

DINAS POWYS VILLAGE SHOW 2006
SATURDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER

Don’t forget to put the above
date in your diary. It makes
for a good ending to the
school holidays and a chance
for people of all ages to
demonstrate their skill in any
number of categories in the
Show. Last year, the Halls
and garden were full of
residents
and
friends
enjoying the fine weather and
Teas
provided
by
the
Women’s Institute.
The
Punch and Judy shows were
very popular with young and
older alike and the two lifesize Scarecrows were a great
source of interest to all.
Last year’s Show was the best
ever with record entries in most
of the Classes. The Hall was a
sight to behold as the public
entered
on the
Saturday
afternoon and, as usual, there
were many admiring comments
overheard about the exhibits on
display.
It
was
also
encouraging that entries were
received from a much wider
area than usual showing that
the Dinas Powys Village Show’s
attractions are getting wellknown outside the immediate
area.
The Young Person’s
entries were marvellous and
thanks must be given to the
schools for encouraging the
pupils to take part. The Show
committee would like to thank all
those who entered and hope
that this year’s Classes will be
attractive to them and others
who have ever thought to take
part.
This year there will be several
new categories in the Schedule
as well as retaining some old
favourites and the more recently
introduced ones.
The Show Committee is already
hard at work (it’s not that hard
really!) preparing for this year’s
event which has established
itself as something to look

forward to in the village calendar
of ‘What’s On’
It really is good fun. Other
attractions include Punch and
Judy, Face-painting and Balloon
modelling
and
musical
entertainment.
The Classes will be confirmed
very soon and the full schedule
will be available in several

D. Hampton-Jeffery Cup for
Painting and Drawing – Mrs
Connie Thomas
Dinas
Powys
Community
Council Cup for Craftwork – Mrs
Judith Sargeant
Bernard McParlin Cup for
Photography - A. Williams
Women’s Institute Plate for
highest number of points in
Show – Cecil Townsend
It would be appreciated if the
above trophies are returned to
the Clerk of the Council’s office
before the end of July. Thank
you.

outlets in the Village towards the
end of June. Keep an eye out
for the posters in the shops!
There are over 90 Classes
including
Cookery
and
Winemaking,
Fruit
and
Vegetables, Floral Art, Home
Produce,
Needlecrafts,
Craftwork and Photography.
Meanwhile, it is recognised that
the three last Classes and
gardening need time to prepare
so details of these and all the
others can be got from the
Chairman, Val Hartrey, on 029
2051 3274 as from the date of
you reading this.
Last year’s Cup winners were:

We try to make it a truly villagecentred Show and the various
voluntary organisations are in
evidence to encourage others to
get involved.
Also, the
Community Council is a Fair
Trade Council and there is sure
to be a table selling Fair Trade
products which are already well
promoted in the community.
Many people were every
pleased to have the opportunity
of getting the free ‘doggy’ pickup bags provided by the Vale
Council – we all want to see
clean pavements, don’t we?
If anyone would like to volunteer
to help on the Friday evening
when entrants bring their
exhibits the Chairman would be
pleased to hear from you.

Val Hartrey, Chairman
British Gas Wales Cup for 029 2051 3274
Cookery and Preserves – Mrs
Judy Watts
Harry Phillips Plate for Fruit and
Vegetables
–
Mr
Cecil
Townsend
Dinas Powys Garden Society
Cup for Flowers, Shrubs &
Houseplants –
Mrs J. Gracey-Cox
Randell
Rose
Bowl
for
Needlecrafts – Miss Cynthia
Greenslade
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DINAS POWYS MUSIC FESTIVAL
2006
The Music Festival this year
will be entering upon its
seventh season. It has been
very well supported during
this time and we hope that
this year’s programme will
equally appeal to all .
Last year’s innovation was to
hold a concert for local schools.
This year we hope to continue
this practice but with a brass
trio rather than a string group.
In fact we intend to feature a
whole day for Children and
Youth.
On Wednesday June 28th. The
CAVMS - Cardiff and Vale
Music Services - will bring their
full Senior Orchestra to the
Parish Hall.About 60 of our
brightest and best young
musicians from the Vale and
Cardiff Secondary Schools will
perform - still fresh from their
Chicago tour at Easter
Another new innovation will be
a lunchtime concert on Friday 1
July in the Lee Hall. Many
people have expressed a
desire to come to the Festival
concerts but tell us that they
don’t like coming out at

night.The details of this concert
have not yet been finalised but
it will be about three-quarters of
an hour in length and will follow
Friday Luncheon Club.
The popular
Bethesda
Community Choir will start the
festival as usual and we retain
the Sunday Lunchtime Jazz
session with Phil Dando and
his Band who return for the
third year running.
Our Choral Concert this year
features Côrdydd the exciting
young Cardiff mixed choir winner of the All Wales Radio
Choral Competition in 2003
and
National
Eisteddfod
winners in 2004 and 2005 The
Choir has also also sung in
several Oratorios at St. David’s
Hall with the B.B.C.National
Orchestra and Chorus.
The Welsh Sinfonia will be
performing ‘Mostly Mozart’ on
the Friday night . They will be
joined in the Mozart Piano
Concerto
by
Christopher
Williams.

Côrdydd
Diva!Diva!Diva! features Kate
Woolveridge - a favourite with
festival goers, Ros Evans and
Meriel Andrew in a programme
tracing the life and loves of a
woman “If Music be the food of
love”.

To end the Festival we will hold
our usual light Opera night.

Diva!Diva!Diva! - featuring (left
to right) Kate Woolveridge, Ros
Evans and Meriel Andrew

RHAGLEN/PROGRAMME
Saturday 24 June
7.30 pm
Bethesda Community Choir
Parish Hall

Tickets £3

Wednesday 28 June
Afternoon
Concert for Schools
Evening 7.30 pm CAVMS Schools Orchestra

Parish Hall

Tickets £5

Friday 29 June
7.30 pm

Welsh Sinfonia Orchestra

Parish Hall

Tickets £6

Saturday 1 July
7.30 pm

Choral Concert - Côrdydd

Parish Hall

Tickets £6

Lunchtime Jazz
Light Opera Night
Diva!Diva!Diva!

Lee Hall

Tickets £6

Parish Hall

Tickets £6

Sunday 2 July
1 pm
7.30 pm

Tickets are available from the Village and Murch Post Offices and the Parish Hall
- or Telephone029 2051 3113
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NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OPENED BY THE QUEEN
LOCAL RESIDENT INVITED TO ATTEND

Irene Gannon, well known to
residents of Dinas Powys for
her work with older people - in
particular the Wednesday
Afternoon Club at Murchfield
Hall - and for her role as ViceChairman
of
Murchfield
Community Association, was
invited in her role of ViceChairman of the Vale of
Glamorgan
Pensioners
Forum, together with the
Chairman, Mary Williams,
MBE, to attend the opening of
the New National Assembly
for Wales Senedd on 1 March
2006 by Her Majesty the
Queen who was accompanied
by The Duke of Edinburgh,
The Prince of Wales and the
Duchess of Cornwall.
Irene told DEPEND that she
arrived at the Assembly Building
at 10 o'clock in the morning
during a snowstorm. Hundreds
of children from local schools
were outside the Senedd to
welcome the Royal party.
Guests were met by Assembly
staff who escorted them all day,
making them feel very welcome
and special. Rene and Mary

Irene Gannon at the National
Assembly of Wales

were seated in the fourth row
from the front and able to see
everything
After a 21-gun salute and a flypast of RAF Hawk jets, Her
Majesty entered the Chamber
for the official opening. After the
ceremony Irene and Mary were
presented to His Highness, the
Duke of Edinburgh. Even at the
age of 85 Prince Philip still has a
twinkle in his eye and was
charming.
He left a lasting
impression on Irene and Mary.
When the royal party had left,

GOOD FRIDAY MARCH OF WITNESS

Members of the Dinas
Powys churches met on
the evening of Good
Friday
at
Bethesda
Church for the annual
Good Friday March of
Witness.
The route of the march

passed through various
parts of the village on its
way to the Methodist
Church.
On the way,
stops were made to sing
hymns, say prayers and
change the cross carrier.
On
reaching
the
Methodist Church the
marchers were welcomed
with cups of tea and hot
cross buns prepared by
the ladies of the Church.
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the guests, who came from all
over
the
world,
including
Speakers and Presidents from
other Parliaments, children and
older people from every county
in Wales, were invited to lunch
(with a Welsh flavour) at the
National Assembly. After lunch,
guests were entertained by the
resident arts companies based
in the Wales Millennium Centre.
There were performances from
the Urdd, Diversions, the Dance
Company of Wales, Tŷ CerddMusic Centre Wales (National
Youth Symphonic Brass Wales),
Hijinx Theatre and Academi, the
Welsh
National
Literature
Promotion Agency and Society
of Writers. Irene and Mary were
very
impressed
by
the
schoolchildren who performed
music and dancing - including
clog dancing!
Rene and Mary left about 4 pm
after a day that Rene said she
will never forget.

WESLEY COURT CENTRE
As I write, at Easter 2006, Wesley
Court Centre is in the process of
being sold with a planning
application for six flats to be
built on the site. We are very
glad that much of the work
previously done at the centre
has
moved
to
Murchfield
Community Centre and seems to
be working well.
Back in October 2005 we had a
wonderful THANKSGIVING service
for forty years of work in Wesley
Court.
As a church, we look forward to
using the proceeds of the sale to
modernise our premises for church
and community use.
Rev Graeme Halls – Dinas Powys
Methodist Church
Tel:
029
2051
2962
EM:revshalls@supanet.com

DINAS POWYS ROTARY NEWS
When Founder President, the late
and very much missed, Michael
Pound, and a small dedicated
group founded the Rotary Club of
Dinas Powys, they began a period
of
almost
eighteen
years'
continuous
service
to
the
community. Dinas Powys Rotary
now has a membership of over
thirty and meets every Thursday
evening at the Dinas Powys Golf
Club.
Rotary was formed over one
hundred years ago in Chicago,
USA, by Paul Harris and four
business friends and now extends
to 168 countries where 1.2 million
Rotarians meet in 32,423 clubs.
Clubs worldwide provide service
locally,
nationally
and
internationally and are involved in
projects both large and small.
The Dinas Powys Club has
provided assistance to many
groups and individuals locally
and, in the last six months, raised
the money for and constructed a
footbridge over a river in Kenya,
which will save many lives.

Internationally, Rotary has been
working for eighteen years to
eradicate polio from the world. It
has been a huge project requiring
the participation of all Rotary
Clubs and it has involved the
immunisation of every child in
polio endemic countries. Polis is
now endemic in only four
countries - Nigeria, Pakistan, India
and Afghanistan. The numbers
infected with the virus and now
counted in low hundreds and not
the many thousands presenting
prior to the mass immunisation
programmes of Rotary and its
partners.
This year's President, Doug
Curtin, is proud to be the Dinas
Powys Club's President in the first
year of the second century of
Rotary service.
Under Doug's
leadership the Club has rededicated itself to the local
community with events old and
new to serve the people of Dinas
Powys. The latest venture was
the Village Quiz held recently at
the Village Hall. Over thirty teams

VILLAGE QUIZ RAISES £500 FOR CHARITY
Dinas Powys Rotary Club
held their first Village
Quiz at the Village Hall on
23 March 2006. Twentyeight teams of four from
various groups in the
Village took part.
Quiz Master, Derek Taylor,
set
interesting
and
challenging questions and
the evening was set out in
two parts with a buffet in
between.
The proceeds of £500 from
the event will be going to
Holme Towers Nursing
Home, Penarth.
President Doug Curtin of
the Rotary Club of Dinas
Powys said there were
delighted
with
the

response of the people of
the Village and hoped to
make the quiz an annual
event.
This year's winners were

the Highwalls 4 who pipped
Dinas Powys Players into
second place.
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battled it out to become Village
Champions and a good time was
had by all.
Apart from the
enjoyment, some much needed
cash was raised for local charities.
Everyone in the Village will be
aware of the Dickensian Fayre
held on the first Friday of
December each year in the
Square. This is such a successful
occasion it is easy to forget that it
raises lots of money for Rotary
and the other community groups
who set up stands.
You have to be invited to join a
Rotary Club but strangers today
can become friends tomorrow. It
is the same with Rotary. If you
would like to know more about
membership contact a member of
the Club or drop a line to the Club
c/o The Dinas Powys Golf Club.
Who knows it could just change
your life like so many others
before you!

PROBUS CLUB OF DINAS
POWYS
The local PROBUS club has now been
in operation for 15 years and continues
to progress each year.
The concept of Probus clubs is to
provide an association for persons who
were engaged in professional, business
and similar occupations prior to
retirement so that members can meet
with others of similar interests on a
regular basis.
The early Probus clubs were started in
the 1960s with many of these early
members having being involved with
Rotary. By the year 2000 there were
already more than 1500 Probus clubs in
the UK and Ireland and they are
increasing in popularity around the
world. Australia, alone, has more than
1200 clubs.
The Dinas Powys branch meets every
second Tuesday at the Dinas Powys
Golf Club with a speaker programme
prearranged. The new programme is
already organised until the spring of
2007 with a number of social outings
and functions included. Arrangements
include a four-day trip to France in May
for members, partners and friends.
Membership of the Dinas Probus Club is
limited to 45 members and the present
Club Secretary is Mr Bill Leyburn. (Tel
20513361)

WARTIME MEMORIES OF DINAS POWYS
by Chrystal Tilney

I was nearly nine years old when war
broke out in 1939. At that age a child's
memory is very retentive, so that even
today I have a vivid picture of the early
years of the Second World War and how it
affected our lives in the village.
In the summer of 1939 there was constant
talk of the imminence of war and of
Neville Chamberlain's fruitless attempts to
obtain 'peace in our time'. Even the
children learned the meaning of
'ultimatum' and 'crisis'.
I was then a pupil at St Anne's

St Anne’s Preparatory School
now a private house

Preparatory School in Millbrook Road,
and Monday afternoons were devoted to
ballet classes. One such sunny afternoon
we were taken out to dance on the front
lawn, but the class was interrupted by the
droning of aircraft. Overhead passed a
huge armada of RAF planes. It was
probably an attempt to reassure the
country of the strength of our Air Force in
the face of the growing threat of rearmament in Germany. I expect many of
those planes fought and were lost in the
Battle of Britain in the following year.
My second pre-war memory is of an
August Sunday when the family had taken
a picnic to Cold Knap. We had to pack up
early because of rumbles of thunder and
the massing of great purple clouds on the
horizon. "The Clouds of War" said the
adults, and the symbolism was clear even
to us children.
On 3 September 1939 we gathered
around the wireless to listen to the clipped
tones of Neville Chamberlain announcing
that 'Herr Hitler' had not replied to the
British ultimatum and that we were at war
with Germany. Immediately afterwards
my mother and I went out into the garden,
and our neighbour, Miss Jane, came to
talk across the fence. After a few minutes
she turned to me and asked "hat does

Chrystal think about it all?" Rather overawed at being consulted, I could only
murmur "I thnk it's rather exciting" - a
remark that did not go down very well with
Miss Jayne, who was already a veteran of
two wars.
Miss Elizabeth Jayne, holder of the Royal
Red Cross, had served as a military nurse
during the Boer War and again in 19141918. While nursing wounded soldiers in
South Africa she was taken prisoner, with
her patients, by the Boers. At about the
same time, Winston Churchill was there
as a war correspondent. He became
involved in the defence of an armoured
train and was himself taken prisoner.
Shortly afterwards he made a well-pub
licised escape, hiding in a coal mine and
then riding a freight train to the coast. He
was
already
well-known
to
the
international press, and this was bad
propaganda for the Boers who put around
the story that he had broken his parole in
escaping.
I have researched many
biographies of Churchill, and his own
autobiography, and have found no
mention that he had ever been required to
give his word not to escape, but there
were many at the time who believed the
story. Among them was Miss Jayne, who
claimed that the Boers used this as an
excuse to ill-treat their prisoners and that
conditions deteriorated from that time. It
was not long before Churchill replaced
Chamberlain as Prime Minister, but Miss
Jayne never had a good word to say
about him. In this, of course, she was in
the minority, as the whole country
gathered round their wireless sets to hear
his wonderful speeches, and adopted his
Victory V sign.
Among
my prized
possessions is one of Churchill's cigars,
given to an uncle by marriage who was
his bank manager during the war.
Radio - wireless as we called it then became increasingly important, and
people rarely missed the nine o'clock
news. Also, some listened to Lord Hawhaw (William Joyce) and his familiar
'Gairmany calling'.
He was trying to
spread alarm and despondency ('lowering
morale' was a familiar phrase during the
war) but many listened to him because of
his custom of including in his broadcasts
the names of men posted missing but now
in POW camps, and he could give their
names before their relations heard of
them through the Red Cross. He also
included frequent references to places in
South Wales which started people and
made them question whether there were
spies among us - we did not realise that
he had lived in Colum Road in Cardiff
during the 1930's and knew the area well.
Among the spy scares, possibly true, was
the disappearance on the outbreak of war
of a midget circus we had seen
performing in Barry - it gave us a thrill to
think that we had seen real live spies
observing the Docks in between shows!
Because of the danger of false reports
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from Germany, there began the practice
of the announcers giving their names at
the beginning of a bulletin and we became
familiar with the voices of Alva Liddel and
Bruce Belfrige. Indeed, a particularly loud
anti-aircraft gun on Leckwith was later
nicknamed Bruce Belfrige!
The first signs of the disruption of war
came with the arrival of the evacuees
from Birmingham and the East End of
London. They were billeted on everyone
in the village who had a room to space.
We entertained two sisters and their
younger brother from London, but there
was trouble the first evening when the boy
absolutely refused to take off his day
clothes - he insisted on putting on his
pyjamas over the top! (One family had to
cut the clothes, encrusted with dirt, off
their evacuee and, in another case, the
two children refused to go to bed in the
normal manner but insisted on sleeping
on the floor under the bed!) I remember
the parents coming to visit our evacuees the mother and father typical Cockneys
and the little grandmother strikingly like
the Illingworth cartoon.
Their own
teachers had come with these children so
they shared the village schools - a
morning session for the Dinas Powys
children and afternoon for the evacuees.
This did not affect St Anne's, though we
had one change in the curriculum at the
outbreak of war - swimming lessons in
Penarth Baths were cancelled because of
the dangers of the glass roof in the
bombing.
I remember feeling very
resentful and I blame Hitler that I still have

Many of those whose names are
on the War Memorial would have
attended St Andrew’s Church in
Wales School (now demolished)
not learned to dive!
Another immediate consequence of war
was the issue of gas masks - large ones
like an iron lung for babies, 'Mickey
Mouse' coloured masks for toddlers, and
horrible black rubber masks for the rest of
us. We were required to do some lessons
every day wearing these masks and we
hated the rubbery smell, the heat, and the
fogging-up of the eyepiece. (A test of
whether your gas mask was working
properly was to place a piece of paper

against the respirator - if it stayed in
place, all was well!)
In some front
gardens little poles appeared with a piece
of painted metal on the top - if this
changed colour it was to be a sign of gas.
We were very fearful of this sort of attack,
and pointed out an old man in Eastbrook
with peculiar blue-black skin said to be
the result of gas in the trenches in the
First World War. Everywhere we went
we carried those little square boxes
holding the gas masks, strung over our
shoulder on a piece of string, until
someone designed more sophisticated
fabric covers.
When the blackout was imposed it was
extremely difficult to get about at night
with no street lamps, and everyone
carried torches. Car headlights were
covered with metal visors so that only a
strip of light appeared, and a blackout
speed limit of 20 mph was imposed.
Such hardships are easily forgotten but it
annoys me that scriptwriters of a later
generation do not check their facts. In
the
Disney
film
'Bedknobs
and
Broomsticks' enemy bombers attacking
London are shown against the lighted
face of Big Ben!
The same error
occurred in the latest series of 'Dr Who'
when the Tardis is suspended against the
lighted dial during an air raid! What a gift
for the bombers that would have been.
Here the blackout was strictly enforced
and the Air Raid Warden's cry of 'Put out
that light' became depressingly familiar.
The local shops and those in Cardiff soon
ran out of black material as people made
curtains or improvised shutters to cover
the windows. I caused my father to
receive a summons - the only brush with
the law in his whole life - when I left a
light on in a room that had no blackout,
but he was reassured that all such
infringements would be wiped off the
record at the end of hostilities.
The blacking-out of buildings with large
windows was a problem, sometimes
solved by painting the windows black,
with was very depressing in the daylight.
In his parish magazine for October 1940,
the Rector reported that 'The Lord Bishop of Llandaff at the
Diocesan Conference referred to the hour
of the Evening Service during the coming
winter. Of course he left it to each parish
to make its own arrangements. But there
seemed to be little doubt as to his own
personal opinion.
He spoke of the
dangers of the roads, and the warnings of
sirens and possibly of falling shrapnel
increasing the danger.
It was, he
thought, a great responsibility to incur to
manage any services or meetings which
will take people out of the safety of their
own homes in the hours of darkness'.
The Rector then announced a change of
service times from evening to afternoon,
and concluded:
'For over 40 years I have been
accustomed to turn out after tea on
Sunday afternoons for an evening service
at 6.00 pm or 6.30 pm, so I don't like the
new arrangements at all, and I resent the
interference of that evil man Hitler and his
minions'.
There was another intriguing paragraph
in the same magazine:

'I have received a letter from the Church
authorities asking me to take steps to
make the graveyard around St Andrew's
Church less conspicuous from the air.
White
marble
tombstones
make
churchyards and other burial grounds
notable landmarks by day and on
moonlight nights. Shrouding them with
common evergreens, such as holly, ivy or
laurel, is suggested to reduce the
danger'.

St Andrew’s Church

buildings - I seem to remember some at
the side of the Institute and outside the
Clerk's office at the Parish Hall.
Blockhouses appeared - hexagonal or
octagonal structures with solid concrete
roofs and embrasures for rifles. They
were strategically positioned on the
approaches to the village. I think there
was one against the Mount wall,
commanding St Andrew's Road, and
another at the turn of the Barry Road by
the railway bridge.
These were
camouflaged with paint and there was a
very clever example at the foot of Pen-yTurnpike. A white garden gate and green
hedge had been painted on the
blockhouse so that from the top of Mill
Hill it exactly matched the neighbouring
garden. (Though most of these were
demolished after the War, there is still
one remaining at Michaelston-le-Pit, near
Cwrtyrala. Concrete road blocks or tank
traps were erected to narrow the main
roads. There was one near the Mill
Bridge and another outside Price's
Garage on Cardiff Road). There was a
searchlight battery on the Common on
the very spot where archaeologists were
to find traces of a Romano-British
farmstead. When I first heard of the
excavations I hoped that no one was
confusing Second World War and
prehistoric earth banks! All around the
village, posters began to appear 'Careless talk costs lives' (showing Hitler
and Goering listening to women
gossiping on a bus); 'Be like Dad, keep
Mum'; 'Is your journey really necessary?'
and, of course, 'Dig for Victory'.

There were similar concerns in Penarth
where a rumour went round that St
Augustine's Church on Penarth Head
was to be demolished because bombers
could use to point them towards the
Docks! On the very eve of the war,
Cwrtyrala House had been rebuilt by
Percy Thomas for Sir Herbert Merret and
it stood out starkly white against the
background of the woods.
Villagers
whispered that it had been designed as a
decoy to attract bombers away from
Cardiff, and there were indeed many Line drawings reproduced with the kind
bombs dropped in the surrounding permission of Rosemary Markham
woods.
(Apparently, there was a
smidgeon of truth in the rumour as decoy
lights were erected in the field opposite
Cwrtyrala House, traces of which
remain).
There were new structures, too, in Dinas
Powys. Public air raid shelters were
erected. I remember one in Elmgrove
Place (there were others on the car park
in the village square, and at the top of
Old Highwalls near the Golf Club). The
favourite place to shelter in your own
house was under the stairs, siad to be
the strongest feature of a building. Some
people had concrete shelters built in their
gardens, other erected corrugated
Anderson shelters, covered them with
earth and planted vegetables on top.
(One shelter still exists in a garden in
Highwalls Avenue.) Later in the war we
had a Morrison shelter - a huge steel
table with wire mesh at the sides to guard
against flying glass. We used it as a The
second part of
table for the rest of the war and for many
“Wartime
Memories of
nights I slept underneath. It was about
this time, I think, that I discovered the Dinas Powys by Chrystal
Collect 'Lighten our darkness, we
beseech Thee, O Lord, and by Thy great Tilney will appear in the
mercy defend us from all perils and Autumn
edition
of
dangers of this night …' I remember
praying it in the darkness under the table- Depend
shelter. Because of fuel shortages, the
nights were very cold and my father used
to cover me with his Home Guard Ed.
greatcoat.
Sandbags were piled around certain
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BUS UPDATE

Some Cardiff Bus times and routes were
amended slightly from Sunday 26th March
(e.g. No.93 no longer goes to Morrisons
but terminates at Kings Square, Barry –
change to 98).
New timetables are
available from Cardiff Bus, libraries,
Parish Hall office and DPVC. Details
were given in local press Thursday 30 th
March.
Still no Sunday or evening service to
Penarth or Cardiff from the Murch.
However, the 95 now runs a 2 hourly
service on Sunday, the last one at 18.29
to Cardiff Central Station and at 11.24 –
17.24 to Barry Marine Hotel. This is in
addition to the X5 (see below). The 95
Monday – Saturday now runs every 20
minutes.
X 45 Extended Services
Thomas
Motors
introduced
major
changes from Sunday 26th February, and
new timetables have been available on
their vehicles since then. Also try libraries
etc.
The X45 continues Monday – Saturday
but hourly from Dinas Powys (07.48 –
17.48 with the first one (Monday – Friday)
at 07.18) to Llandough Hospital, Leckwith,
Cardiff Bus Station (Bay A2), Heath

If you, or anyone you know,
would be glad of the help and
support we can offer - please
contact us in the Resource
Centre on
029 2051 3700
or write to:
Dinas Powys Voluntary Concern
Murchfield Community Hall
Sunnycroft Lane
Dinas Powys
CF64 4QQ
Email on: DPVC@care4free.net
Or you could just call in the office between 9.30 and 12.30 on
any weekday morning. You will
be sure of a warm welcome.
Have you recently retired, are the
children at school, or do you just
want to give something back to
your community - driving, office
work, befriending, gardening etc?
If so - would YOU like to be a volunteer? We would be delighted
to hear from you. Telephone,
write, or just visit us in the office.
You will make new friends and
would certainly gain satisfaction
from a job well done.

Printed by the Vale Centre for Voluntary Service
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Hospital and now on the UWIC/Tesco
Xtra (A48), Cowbridge Road West/Grand
Avenue, Heol Trelai/Caerau, terminating
at Ely (Green Farm Road).
X 46 Back to the Bay
The great petition (with particular
acknowledgement to Kay Burns, Health
and Safety, Welsh Assembly) has
resulted in reinstatement of an hourly
service X46 Monday – Saturday, to
Cardiff Bay. Alight first stop in Bute
Street for the WMC and new Senedd
building. The X46 leaves Dinas Powys
07.18 to 17.18, with first bus (Monday –
Friday) at 06.47.
It also goes to
Llandough Hospital, before doubling back
to the Merrie Harrier and on to the Bay. It
continues to Cardiff Bus Station (Bay A2)
and then follows the X45 route to Heath
Hospital etc.
In the other direction, to the Vale both the
X45 and X46 maintain existing route but
from Llantwit Major now continues to
Cowbridge. This is a long route and
Thomas Motors admit traffic holdups can
cause delays.
However, I have
experienced none and buses are running
more or less to time. (between Rhoose
and Cardiff on both routes).
Sunday Bus Service – extended hours via
the Bay

Thomas Motors also took over the
Sunday thro hourly bus service from 26th
February. Times have changed slightly
(included on the weekday X45/X46
timetable), but the bus is still X5.
The biggest bonus is that the route goes
via the Bay (WMC) after Llandough
Hospital, terminating at Cardiff Bus
Station. Also the last bus back leaves the
bus station at 22.50 from Corporation
Road near the Millenium Stadium at
23.00. This makes the use of public
transport for concerts etc on Sunday a
feasible possibility.
Formerly, last buses and trains to Dinas
Powys left Cardiff Central much earlier.
Do use these services to keep them
operational and enable you to travel more
freely without a car.
Summer
train timetables
available. Try libraries etc.

are

also

Gale Smith

YOUNG DEPEND
Wordsearch Ages 8-14

The winner of the book token for the previous Wordsearch was Ben
Thompson of Windyridge,Dinas Powys who has submitted the
following wordsearch. We thank him for his contribution.
WORDSEARCH No 6 (Age 8 – 14 years)
Find 10 SPORTS ACTIVITIES hidden in the wordsearch
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Return your
mail to:L K L Dinas
F W E Voluntary

R G Y M N A S T I C S T Murchfield
Community Hall
Sunnycroft Lane
Dinas Powys
CF64 4QQ
or Email on DPVC@care4free. net

We invite contributions to this page from anyone under 18 - for example, a
short story, poem or an event you saw or took part in - or even a
wordsearch.

